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| 
EXECUTION OF EAGER. | 

In the last New York Christian Messenger we find | 
an excellent article written by W.S. B.—a distin- 
guished clergyman of that city—on the execution of | 
Jemes Eager. Although we published much upon this 
melancholy case in our last paper, yet we are anxious 
tohave our readers see the following important re- 
marks. We did think at first of merely presenting 
some extracts; but on further examining the article it 
seemed to us to contain such important matter that 
we have concluded to insert the whole of it. Here 
itis: 

‘Qur city, our State, our country, yea, human- | 
ity, has been again disgraced by a deed of blood. 
A poor unfortunate fellow mortal has been hurried 
out of time by legal strangulation. Cut off in 
mid life, he has, by the act of the State, been 
hastened into the more immediate presence of 
that Being who has said, ‘* Vengeance is mine, | 
will repay.” And as our laws receive their sanc- 
tion from public sentiment, of which they are 
the embodiment, a fearful responsibility rests up- 
on our citizens for presuming to take vengeance 
into their own hands, and trifle with that life 
which God gave, and which He alone had the 
right to take away. | 

James Eager, an Irishman by birth, but for 
several years a resident in this city, 33 years of 
age, was solemnly choked to death within the 
walls of our city prison, on Friday of last week, 
in broad day light, at 35 minutes past 1 o'clock, P. 
M., by William Jones, aided by one Mr. McDon- 
ough, and encouraged by several clergymen, 
preachers of the merciful and forgiving religion | 

f Jesus Christ. And what makes the deed more | 
horrid, is that about three hundred curious per- 
sons were present, among whom were many of | 
our city authorities, judges, jurors, policemen, 
Ke., and not one of them interposed an objection 
tothe murderous act; but many seemed wholly 
unmoved at the scene, smoking cigars, cracking 
jokes, and commenting upon the strength and 
improvement of the gallows, its superiority over 
the more bungling gibbets of cruder and less | 
scientific and christian ages. But James Eager 
suffered and died, we are gravely assured by the 
officiating clergyman, as a true and hearty chris- 
tian—a forgiven sinner ; as one whois fit to “ en- 
ter the valley of the shadow of death, with an- 
gels to bear his spirit to God’s shrine, where 
there is no sin.’’* 

‘There is a comfort in that assurance of poor | 
Eager’s favor with God, but a singular inconsis- 
‘eney on the part of that christian community 
which consents to hang so good a man, a saint 

rho is ‘“‘ prepared to die the death of a chris- 
ian,” as Rev. Mr. Hatt tells God this poor Ea- 
ger was. Why, to the common, co the ‘ natural”’ 
mind, it would seem he was now first fit 
0 live, and that the world just now very much 
heeded the example and influence of such aman; 
aman who had been changed, converted, thor- 
bughly reformed from the grossest vices, and so 
penitent and holy as to be fit to dwell in heaven, 

‘ith a just and holy God. There is not such a 
surplus of saints in the world that we can afford 

®hang them up by the neck, till life’s current 
as ceased to flow, the limbs grown stiff in 
death, and the eye sealed in perpetual sleep! No, 
uch men, such converts ought to live; they are 
heeded to plead with sinning, tempted mortals, 
ike Paul the murderer; for they know the work- | 
ngs of the spirit of evil, and are able to fgllow 
tthrough its darkest labyrinths, to ferret it out 
Mf its deep hiding places, and expose it to the 
ight of truth and the influence of love. How 
trange it sounds to say, that the people of New 
fork consented to have a pure, good christian, 
hose sins God had forgiven, solemnly put to 
eath, refusing on their part that forgiveness 
hich God had extended, and destroying in 





* A part of Rev. Mr. Hatt’s prayer, under the gal- 
oWs. 





offence if done by the individuals composing that 


| . . . . . . . 

crime, to rid itself of an offending member, whose 
/peace and safety of the citizens. 
‘time he was killed, was not a dangerous man, 


the saved in heaven, and make one in the com- 


, and acted accordingly. 
ity of the people to sustain Aim in executing | 


‘and so the public demanded that he should be 


| nocent. 


his peace, and is pronounced guilty of murder, 


| with the forms of law and religion ! 
_wealthy and influential friends; Eager had none. 


results in the two cases; but I do say that it is 
not a little remarkable that nearly all the cases of 


way of escape through the interposition of 


| ries which I wish my readers attentively to con- 


cold blood that life which God would have pre- 
served, 
| The reason why Jones, as principal, and Mc- 
| Donough as accessary, are not arrested as mur- 
| derers, and treated accordingly, is simply because 
| they were obeying the public will, doing what 
| the citizens of this State commantled to be done. 
_Had Jones stole into his cell and stabbed or stran- 
_gled him an hour before the fatal time had arrived, 
then he would have, in the eye of the law, been 
/a murderer, and been treated accordingly, because 
the form of law, would not have been regarded. 
As law now is, it is right for the many to do what 
is capital crime for the few to commit, and it is 
counted a virtue, a salutary lesson, for the com- 
munity to do an act which would be the highest 


community. 
‘ But we are told the State has a right to avenge 


manner of life renders him dangerous to the 
But if Rev. 
Mr. Hatt is to be believed, James Eager, at the 


but was a true christian, fit to enter the rest of 





pany of the redeemed. Besides, if life is to pay 


a forfeit for crime, how comes it that mere cir-| 
_cumstanee has so much to do inthe case? James | 


Eager thought at the time he murdered Philip 
Williams that he had just provocation, and of | 
right could take vengeance upon the destroyer of | 
his peace, the ravisher of his wife. Such was 
his sober conviction, and he prepared himself | 
But he had not a magor- 


vengeance for a crime, I had almost said, more 
horrid than murder, and so in turn the multitude, 
rush upon and murder him. He had not the sane- 
tion of law, nor the foree of custom for his act, 


killed, and that those who killed him shall be in- 


‘This law of blood—justice it is falsely called— 
operates strangely in different places. In Phila- 
delphia, a Mercer could kill his man under the 
influence of passion, excited by a knowledge of 
a sister’s disgrace, and he was cleared, nay, laud- 
ed by the people for having done a noble, manly 
act. In New York, James Eager, after more ma- 
ture deliberation upon the disgrace under which 
he was suffering by the illicit conduct of Wil- 
liams, executes vengeance upon the destroyer of 








and is solemnly strangled to death like a dog, but 
Mercer had 


I will not say that was the cause of the different 


capital executions in our country are upon poor 
and obscure individuals, while those in other 
circumstances most generally contrive some 


friends. 

‘The fate of James Eager has produced in 
my mind some reflections to which I wish to 
give utterance, and given rise to some que- 


sider. 

‘1, James Eager was the son of poor but hon- 
est parents, members of the Presbyterian Church. 
He was apparently forced by dire necessity to 
leave the paternal roof and his native land at an 
early age, and buffet the ills and temptations of 
the world before he was fully prepared to make 
a formidable resistance. The customs of that 
community which ought to have protected him, 
and guided him in the paths of virtue, deceived 
and deluded him, and he fell a victim to those 
influences which are sweeping as a flood of evil 
over society, and which he had not the power to 
resist. Query. Did not the unfavorable circum- 
stances of his birth and minority which denied 
him a common education, the ability to read or 
write, exert a preponderating influence upon his 
subsequent course of life, and tend indirectly to 
make him what he became? Did not the influ- 
ence of those associations in which he was placed, | 
also prepare him for the crime of which he was 
guilty ? 

‘2. He was an intemperate man—the associate | 
of drunkards, and the patron of drunkard-makers. 
Of course he was exposed to all the bad influ-| 
ences of passion and depravity, and rendered | 
morally incapable of exercising acalm judgment, 
and a patient confidence in the tardy and uncertain | 
operation of daw, which should avenge his wrongs, 
and calm the turbulence of his breast, extinguish- | 
ing the fire of jealousy which the conduct of a 
wife, faithless to her marriage vows, and the in- | 





famous treachery of a pretended friend, had ex- 
cited there. Query. Do the makers and venders 
of intoxicating drink deserve no blame in all this 
matter? But for them, would not Eager have 
been a sober man? 2. Have the authorities, the 
makers and executors of the law, had no hand in 
this work; when for a miserable excise, a few 
paltry pence, they stipulated and agreed by for- 
ma! contract that the wretched men and women 
who keep these rum holes, these dens of corrup- 
tion, these sources and succors of depravity, 
poverty and suffering, might have full license to 
drunken, and inflame, and infuriate the basest 
passions in any and all whom they could draw 
within the meshes of their fatal net-work, and 
that the strong arm of the law should protect 
them in their deadly, damnable work? Have 
they, indirectly, had nothing to do in helping to 
make James Eager what he was? 

‘3. No sooner had the deed been done, and 





deed, prove that there was a deep current in 
his soul which was uncorrupted? The honor of 
himself and wife, which through the hellish in- 
sinuations of Williams had been exchanged for 
disgrace and infamy. His soul brooded upon the 
stigma and felt all the keenness of the reproach. 
The law would not vindicate his cause, nor wash 
out the evil; and unschooled in principles of 
philosophy and religion, excited and inflamed by 
the potations dealt out to him by professedly re- 
spectable men, his feeling of shame over-master- 
ed what judgment he had, and the impulses 
which was good in itself—love for his wife, and 
respect for their mutual honor—drove him to des- 
peration. He took the life of the despoiler of 
his honor and happiness. In some men, this 
would have been, as it has been, declared a noble, 
a valorous act. In poor friendless Eager, it was 
murder, and society demands his life in off-set 
for the life of Williams. In view of all, I ask, 


passion subsided—the fumes of rum passed off} not to exculpate his memory from shame, but 
and reason regained its unretarded operation, than | from a respect to truth, was there apparent in 
the enormity of his crime flashed upon his mind | the life of Eager, a fiendish, desperate, blood- 
with acrushing force, and he confessed his guilt, | thirsty spirit, which was reckless of human life? 


and said he “ would have given the world if it} | cannot see it. 


He was a wicked man, a dan- 


had not happened,” and to all appearance he re- | gerous man, and deserved to be shut out from so- 
pented, most sincerely, of what he had done.—| ciety, and I would most strenuously insist upon 


He was an honest man, though subject to strong | his confinement in Prison, 
He never denied | tute of every spark of goodness, that we could 


and unmanageable impulses. 


But was he so desti- 


the murder, nor sought to evade detection, and | kill him and do no violence to religion, to hu- 


he had no friends to interpose for him the quib-| manity, to the government of God? 
We are sustained in these reflec-| tally depraved ? 


bles of law. 


| tions by his subsequent confession, and the testi- 


mony of the clergyman who attended him in his 
cell and at the gallows. Query. Would not so- 
ciety have been safe from danger if James Eager 
had been imprisoned for life? Would it not have 
been more accordant with reason, humanity and 
the dictates of our holy religion, to have spared 
his life till God was pleased to recall it to him- 
self? 

‘4. But we are told that society wants an ez- 
ample to deter from the repetition of like offences. 


What was the force of example in the case of 


James Eager? We are told that some days pre- 


| . . . . 
| vious to his execution he expressed a desire to 


see his wife, who had been the cause of Wil- 


liams’ death, and of his doom of death, which | 


then hung over him, ready to be executed. She 


came to him in his cell, on Tuesday, four days | 
previous to his execution. He received her with | 


the tenderness of a true affection, and frankly 


| 
| 


| 





| 


Was he to- 
If so, then kill him, destroy 
him, altogether, totally and suddenly. But if he 
was such as Rev. Messrs. Hatt and Harris de- 
scribe him to be, (and we have no reason to 
doubt their words,) then, in the name of rea- 
son, humanity, and God, I ask to know if it 
was rational, humane, or reverent, to strangle 
him as he was strangled by due process of 
law—human, not christian, law, be it remem- 
bered. 

‘Is it not time the community should awake to 
see, and stretch forth the hand to strike down 
this odious and bloody relic of a barbarous age ? 
Will not christians, philosophers, civilians, mere 
plain men, think and act upon a matter of such 
vast importance? God help us all to do so. 


W.S. B.’ 


THR PEACE MAKER, 


Governor Seward was recently called by Rey. 


forgave her, and solemnly invoked God to do so.} Mr, Evans and Dr. Baker of Owasco, to be the 
She heard all this unmoved, without the expres- | arbiter of serious personal difficulties between 


sion of a pang of sorrow, or the sign of a single | them. 


Mr. Seward consented to do so, provided 


throb of regret. The next day she called again, | they would lay themselves under heavy pecuni- 
with two other women, and some other persons | ary bonds to abide his decision, which they did. 
in a state of intoxication. Their conduct was so; At the day appointed, the parties appeared, as 
rude and indecent that the keeper was obliged to | the difficulties had been of long standing and 


order them out of the cell. 
his wife this time, poor Eager extended to her 
his hand, but she refused it. Such was the sal- 
utary example of the death penalty upon the wife 
of Eager and her degraded companions. 


Weare | 


told by the editor of the True Sun that the | 
“spectators behaved themselves as though upon | 
a race course. ‘There seemed to be little sympa- | 


thy for the doomed man. In one corner we ob- 


| 


served a couple of Aldermen talking about build- | 
I and then testimony, pleas of counsel, and deci- 
lounged lazily around, cracking poor jokes, smok- | 


ing new ‘ sewers,” &c. One half the assembly 


ing cigars, and indulging in other frivolties en- 
tirely out of place. The proceedings were, al- 


together, devoid of majesty or imposing ef-, 


fect. 


the multitude; no manifestation of awe; all 


ing any feeling among a callous and indifferent 
throng.” ' 


deeply impressive, either upon the lowest and 
most abandoned, or upon the refined and elevated 


There was no holding the breath among | 


On the entrance of | had involved the churches somewhat to which 


the parties respectively belonged, producing 
great excitement, far and near, a large concourse 
of people were attracted to the place. The emi- 
nent lawyers employed on both sides were in 
their places, and the governor took his seat.— 
Some hundred or more witnesses were in attend- 
ance, brought from several diflerent counties. 
The order of arrangement was that each party 
should first make a statement of his grievance, 


sion of the umpire should follow in course. 
After Mr. Baker and Mr. Evans had each made 
his statement, the points in dispute between 
them seemed so involved, and the difficulty of 
settling them in a public way, so great, an ad- 


|! ail | journment was proposed by some of the counsel, 
went off coolly and quietly, without producing 

the slightest impression, save that a friendless | 
and ignorant man can be hanged without excit- 
| Stance, as follows: ‘Gentlemen, I regret to disa- 
gree with you, as relates to your proposition for 
‘ Query. Was the example of this execution so | 


in the ranks of society, as to produce a strong | 
feeling in favor of the inviolability of human life, | 


and to lead to strong and pious resolves to avoid 
the way of evil and of blood? 
more considerate and religious portion say, that 
if the conversion of Eager was real, he might 
have been spared to the world, and become a use- 


Would not the | 


ful member of society ? If it were a deception, it 
was wrong to send a poor wretch, whose last acts | 


on earth were attempts to deceive himself and 


friends, and if it were possible his God, all unpre- | 


pared, out of a state of probation, where was his 


only chance of securing the benefits of a Savior’s | 


blood 2 

‘One Query more. Did not the whole con- 
duct of Eager—the very motive which blinded 
his reason and led him to perpetrate the horrid 


| with 


that the parties might attempt a private adjust- 
ment. An appeal was made to the governor for 
his decision on the point. He remarked in sub- 


an adjournment. In drawing the bond by which 
the parties are bound, I confess I used some 
guile; by that bond they are bound not only to 
pay whatever amount of pecuniary damage I shall 
name, but they are to do, with respect to each 
other, whatever I shall require. Convinced that 
we are as well prepared to close the arbitration 
at this point, as we shall be if we pursue it far- 
ther, I here pronounce my decision; it is this; 
that the parties drop their contention now and 
forever, and in token thereof, that they now rise 
before this assembly and shake hands.’ The 
words were no sooner spoken than they were both 
upon their feet and grasped each other’s hands 
like cordial friends. 

The governor then appealed to the multi- 


_tude of excited spectators, for the equity of his 


decision, when it was approved unanimously and 
acclamation.— Northern Christian Advo- 
cate, 
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prc> NEXT FRIDAY. 


Remember that the Meeting for the abolition of 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT is to be held in the 
MARLBORO’ CHAPEL on FRIDAY of THIS 
WEEK, commencing at 10 o’clock A. M., continu- 
ing through the day and evening. See the call un- 
der head of Notices, &c. &c. 


RASA ~ B tata te Cae a 


THE PULPIT AND THE GALLOWS. 

To those who are unacquainted with the great 
moral movements of the day, and who of course 
know nothing of the impediments which are daily 
thrown in their way, this may seem to be a strange, 
if not unnecessary association. Immediately they 
may cry out that we are opposed to the ministry, 
and the pulpit, and that we would destroy the church. 
But this is by no means our intention. We love the 
christian ministry, the christian pulpit, and the chris- 
tian church, but we are fully persuaded that not every 
one can enter the kingdom merely because he says 
‘Lord, Lord,’ and has prophesied in his name. To 
be accepted of Him, they must ‘fear God, and work 
righteousness’—they must be ‘kind, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another’ as they wish to be forgiven. 
Is the pulpit of this character? Is it merciful and 
gracious to the offender? Does it labor to save the 
life of him that is appointed unto death? Is it op- 
posed to the gallows? Does it say that it is wrong 
to hang men and women by the neck until they are 
choked to death? No. I: is in favor of the gal- 
lows. Clergymen, as a body, are our most per- 
severing opposers. They use their mighty influence 
to uphold the gallows. When efforts were recently 
made to induce the Massachusetts Legislature to 
abolish Capital Punishment, who appeared before the 
committee of that body, to plead for the continuance 
of the gallows? Clergymen. Who refuse to read 
notices of meetings to be held forthe Abolition of 
the death penalty? Clergymen. Who refuse to 
open their meeting-houses for the discussion of this 
subject? Clergymen. Who preach sermons and 
deliver lectures in support of the gallows? Clergy- 
men. Who appear on the gallows with the culprit, 
and by their presence sanction the execution? Cler- 
gymen. Who treat their brethren coolly if not 
unkindly if they will not go all lengths with them 
in support of the gallows? Clergymen. 

But while we state these facts—melancholy though 
they are—we are encouraged in our labors by a 
knowledge that there are some glorious exceptions. 
While clergymen as a body are in favor of the gal- 
lows, we are gratified that we can name among 
those who are opposed to it, such men as Beckwith 
and Lincoln of the Orthodox, Pierpont, Clarke, the 
Mays, the Channings and others of the Unitarians, 
and the Universalists as a denomination. Few 
though these are in comparison with the great body 
of the clergy, yet they are mighty in power, and will 
succeed, 


OPP I IP IS SSI “YI 9“_©PQPY9 Yr NO 


Execution of a Monomaniac.—The Raleigh North 
Carolina Register says :— 

‘Harpy Carron, a notorious offender, was hung 
at Louisburgh on Friday last, pursuant to sentence, 
in the presence of a large crowd. Perhaps there 
never was a case which more strongly illustrated the 
want of a Penitentiary, than this. He had a mono- 
mania for stealing, and had been convicted capitally, 
we believe, three several times for horse stealing, 
but escaped each time by craving the benefit of Clergy, 
or through some defect inthe record. He was finally 
hung for Grand Larceny, the article stolen we think 
being a pair of suspenders from a store!’ 

Is this the way they do things down South ? 
roll, was an unfortunate monomaniac, who of course 
was incapable of self-controkby reason of disease, was 
hung in one of the States of this Union for theft, 
because there was no Penztentiary for his reception! 
And what had he taken? Answer, a pair of sus- 
penders! so the people of North Carolina in turn 


Car- 


suspended poor diseased Hardy Carroll ! 


One Exception.—The editor of the Lynn Pioneer 

‘ a le a . : ’ 

speaking of the subject of Capital Punishment in the 
city of New York, says,— 

‘ The religious papers, without exception that I 
know of, goin for strangling with all the energy 
which their emasculated and unprincipled editors 

Tn ~ 

can muster. They baptize the gibbetin the name 
of the “ Lord Jesus,” and think the horrible duties 
of the common hangman harmonize beautifully with 
the graces of the christian character. In their dis- 
ordered vision, Jack Ketch and Jesus Christ have 
a similarity of character amounting almost to iden- 
tity.’ 

There is one reliigous paper in that city, which 
does not ‘ go in for strangling’—the Christian Mes- 
senger, a Universalist periodical. 


THE HANGMAN. 
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FROM ENGLAND. 
| The Steamer Brittannia arrived at this port on 
| Monday, 19th inst., bringing papers to the 4th. 
We find in the London Inquirer, several valuable 
‘articles onthe Abolition of Capital Punishment.— 
| We shall soon present some of them to our readers. 
We give the following items which inform us of the 
execution of a man and woman in England since 
the previous papers were received :-— 

Sarah Freeman, a woman who was suspected of 
poisoning her mother, brother, husband and child, 
at Shapwick, and who was condemned to be hung 
for killing her child, was executed on the 23d ult.— 
She strongly protested her innocence until the last 
moment. 

Thomas Henry Hocker, the murderer of Mr. Delarue, 
at Hampstead, was hung in front of Newgate prison 
on the 28th ult., in the presence of many thousand 
He also declared to the last moment that 





| persons. 
‘he did not strike the death blow, and was innocent 
of the crime of murder. 

| A simple person, named Allen Kaellemack, threw 
| the metropolis into a state of excitement by writing 
a letter to Hocker a few days before his execution 
(which was of course opened by the Governor,) sta- 
ting that he (the writer) was the murderer of De- 


fore his eyes, and that he could no longer conceal 
his guilt. On being taken into custody he could as- 


that the letter was a gratuitous falsehood, he was 
discharged, 


THE NEW BEDFORD MURDER. 


In our last paper we stated briefly that a sailor 
by the name of Cunningham, had murdered Marga- 
lret Smith in New Bedford. We have since learned 
‘that her name is Margaret Loring. 





from New York, two or three months since, and 
boarded at the North American House—a place ofa 
questionable character. Cunningham recently came 
home in the ship Java. He had visited the house a 
few times, and was observed several times in social 
conversation with Margaret. He proposed to take 
her to another boarding house. She refused and said 
she had no respect for him, and did not wish him to 
make further overtures. He then told her if she did 
not comply with his request, he would be revenged. 
His threat proved but too true! On Friday of the 
week before last, she was murdered. Cunningham 
does not deny that he committed the deed. 

That our readers may know something of the 
feeling that exists in New Bedford upon this subject, 
we publish the following communication, written by 
one of our highly esteemed friends of that place: 


New Bedford, 5th Mo. 19th, 1845. 

Dear Frienp Spear,—Thou hast probably seen 
by the papers that a murder has been committed in 
this place. Notice was given that the wretched man 
would have his trial, or rather an examination béfore 
the Police Court this morning at 10 o’clock. Feeling 
anxious to get all the particulars I could in relation 
to the case, 1 went upto the Court House for the 
purpose of taking notes of the examination. I found 
an immence crowd assembled, anxiously awaiting 
the arrival of the criminal, many, however, seemed 
to be unconcerned, were laughing and cracking their 
jokes, shoving and pushing each other about, as 
though they were assembled to witness some Mounte- 
bank raree-show. I noticed several well dressed 
pretty looking girls who appeared to be there as wit- 
nesses, inmates probably of the house where the 
murder was committed, and they appeared to be as 
unconcerned as the most reckless, chatting and jok- 
ing with each other, as though they were there for 
some sport. At length word came, that the prisoner 
was too weak from loss of blood, and the want of 
nourishment, to be taken from the jail. It was said 
he had taken no nourishment since he committed the 
deed, and made an attempt upon his own life; a 
physician, however, was sent for to examine him, 
to see if he was able to be removed for examination. 
The result I have not learnt. Much excitement 
| Seems to prevail against the prisoner among the peo- 
ple; they thirst for his blood, many reports are cir- 
culated concerning him, but such is the excitement 
jthat they ought to be received with caution. It is 
_said that the girl, Margaret Loring, was young and 
| beautiful,—that Cunningham had known her before 
| going to sea, and became desperately in love with 
'her; on his return he found her at a house of ill- 
| fame, and requested her to leave it for another board- 
|ing place—that she declined, and in consequence he 
_was seized with a fit of jealousy, and in a moment 
of desperation committed the awful deed. How 
many pulpits yesterday, echoed with the sound of 
‘ whoso sheddeth man’s blood by man shall his blood 
| be shed,’ I know not, but judging from their well- 
known advocacy of the gallows, we may reasonably 
suppose that they would not let slip so good an op- 
| portunity, to fan the popular breeze from their ex- 
alted situations. The consideration of this matter 
| leads to serious reflections. 
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larue, that the blood of his victim was constantly be- | 
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sign no reason for his folly, and after ascertaining | 
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By the New | 
| Bedford Register we learn that the deceased came | 
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Would it not be well for those men (the Clergy) 
who are supposed to have great influence in mould- 
ing public opinion, to pause, and reflect, before ad- 
ministering to a diseased public sentiment, and see 
how far they are implicated in this matter? This 
town is said by some, who now live here, but have 
resided at New Orleans, to be more licentious than 
that city; and yet, we have over twenty churches 
and places of public worship, where the people are 
taught every Sabbath. Weare a religious people; 
very few are found absenting themselves from the 
teachings of some pulpit. Sabbath-day worship is 
popular; and how are we benefited by their teach- 
ing? Let the morals of the people answer. Let 
the licentiousness of the place tell the tale! Let 


‘the multitude of houses of ill-fame bear witness. 


And how are those houses spoken of by some of our 
public presses? Why a sttanger would suppose 
they were some of our most respectable Hotels. Is 
it strange then, that murders are committed in our 
midst? Is it not strange that more are not commit- 
ted? Take into consideration the school in which 
our sailors are educated; a school of the utmost 
despotism, where an eye is required for an eye, and 
a tooth for a tooth, where every real, and oftentimes 
imaginary wrong is punished with the rope’s end, 
begetting vindictive and revengeful feelings, they are 
trained to the commission of deeds of desperation.— 
And who remonstrates against this mode of treat- 
ment? Has any one ever heard a word from the 
pulpit? One of the pulpit teachers told me a few 


_ days since, that the doctrine that we should not com- 
/mit sin, was a dangerous doctrine, he was afraid 


of such a man, we must sin, he said. Then my 
friend, said I, do tell me how much sin I may com- 
mit and be a saint, I am desirous of knowing where 
to draw the line? he made no attempt to answer 
the question, but left me abruptly; under such 
teaching is it strange I say that murders are com- 
mitted in our midst ? 


Thine for humanity. B. 


Division of the Methodist and Baptist Churches.—We 
learn by our exchange papers, that the Southern 
portion of these Churches are withdrawing from 
their Northern brethren on account of Slavery.— 
This is an exciting topic. It will make trouble as 
long as it contiuues. The South had better emanci- 
pate her slaves, and then as far as that evil is con- 
cerned, she may have peace— There is no peace, 
saith my God, to the wicked.’ 
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LETTER FROM NOAH JACKMAN, 


North Attleboro, Mass., April 10, 1845. 

Frienp Spear:—I am happy to know that there 
is a deeper, a more intense interest felt on the subject 
of Capital Punishment now than at any former pe- 
riod since my remembrance. It has got to be a very 
common topic of conversation among all classes in 
the community, a spirit of inquiry has been awak- 
ened which will never subside until the gallows is 
demolished, or is established on a more solid basis, 
for I apprehend the reason why the gallows is sus- 
tained is because the mass of the people have been 
educated to believe themselves unsafe without it, 
rather than from a thorough conviction that the life- 
taking principle is right. I have found not a few 
who were in favor of the gallows, who have ac- 
knowledged that they never spent five minutes in 
thinking on the subject in their lives; it is an awful 
thing (say they) to take human life, and if we could 
be persuaded that the community would be as safe 
without the gallows, we would go against it. Here 
may be seen the importance of keeping up—of in- 
creasing this agitation. It causes such people to 
think, and in thinking they will be induced to take 
the right side. Let then this spirit of inquiry be 
kept up! let it be increased! for | am persuaded that 
the gallows is sustained on naught but ignorance, 
superstition and REVENGE!! How can a human being 
intelligibly believe it right to take the life of a fel- 
low-mortal, who is perfectly in our control, and may 
be kept from doing further harm to the day of his 
natural death? To fall upon a fellow-man who may 
have done us almost insufferable wrong, and ina fit of 
violent passion unintentionally rend away his life (for 
I doubt not many murders are committed under such 
circumstances) is awful—’tis horrid! but the act awful 
as it is, seems to me like almost perfect innocence in 
comparison to the State’s taking a man and for 
months torturing his mind with the idea that on a 
certain day he is ‘to be taken from thence to the 
gallows, and there to be hanged by the neck until 
he is dead,’ and then blasphemously offer the prayer 
‘may God have mercy on your soul,’ while they re- 
fuse to show mercy to his body; them on the ap- 
pointed day, calmly and coolly take him and strangle 
him to death. I say this looks to me like murder 
the most awful, and I am confident the humanity of 
the community will not endure it after giving it a 
thorough investigation. N.J. 

Reader: art thou at.enmity with thy neighbor ? 
do not place the worst construction on what he says 
and does—examine and see if part of the blame is 
not on thy side—promptly make amends for the 


~ 





wrong thou hast done, then remember that it js 
more blessed to forgive than to receive forgiveness, 
Remember too that bitter words stirreth up wrath, 
Be at peace with all men, and with thy own con. 
science too! N. J, 


ee ei ——~ 


PROVIDENCE, R. I. 


The interest in our cause in Providence, yet contin. 
ues. Meetings. have now been held weekly for dis. 
cussion more than three months. The refusal of the 
Executive to grant a reprieve of Gordon until after 
the trial of his brother has doubtless served to create 
a zeal and energy among the friends of the Abolition 
of the penalty of death that otherwise would have 
been unknown, and we earnestly hope it will lead to 
the entire abolition of Capital Punishment in that 
Commonwealth. We find the following editorial jn 
the Providence Gazette of the 20th inst. 


~~ 


‘Capital Punisument.—The following question 
was discussed at the Green street Meeting-house, las: 
evening: 

** Does the New Testament or Christian Revelation 
sanction and authorize Capital Punishment ¢” 

Rev. Wm. H. Brewster, Pastor of the Fountain 


street Wesleyan church, advocated the aftirmative of 


the question. He isa very ready debater, and more 
ingenious than half the lawyers who do the pleadings 
in our civil courts. If he failed to make his own— 
which we consider “ the worse’—appear the better 
cause, it was not from any want of ability on his part. 
Undoubtedly, too, he is sincere in his advocacy of the 
gallows on scriptural grounds. It may not be ventur- 
ing too much to say, that possibly he is right as wel! 
as sincere. 

C. M. Burveien, a gentleman well known amongst 
us as the uncompromising enemy of the gallows, 
war, slavery, &c., conducted the negative of the 
question. He is not so guick in debate, though quite 
as apt in his replies and remarks, as Mr. Brewster. 
He is undoubtedly a man of very strong mind, and 
sustained last evening his reputation as a forcible de- 
bater. The general impression seemed to be that he 
achieved a triumph ; bu: this impression was perhaps 
more the result of previously acquired prejudices, than 
of the argument presented. However he argued well 
and strongly. 

Our people are getting to be much interested in 
these Capital Punishment meetings, and we really 
are not sorry for it. The subject is one of great mo- 
ment, and deserves to be candidly handled, If the 
life-taking power belongs to God alone, the fact should 
be shown—the people will not be slow to believe it, 
for their feelings are already opposed to its exercise 
by fallible mortals. Whatever difference of opinion 
may exist as to our right, as Christians, to take life, 
there is at least none as to our right to abolish the 
practice; and if the ends of justice can as well be an- 
swered without it, the people have only to know it, 
and they will act accordingly. The enemies of 
hanging have to show, either that it is condemn- 
ed by the Christian religion, or that it is unneces- 
sary and impolitic, under the circumstances. If 
they fully sueceed in doing either, the gallows must 
go down.’ 


(> Read the following from the pen of N. P. Wil- 
lis:— 


‘Tus Hovr’s Execution.—As we go to press, a 
human being is launched into eternity! His body 
warm with health and life while this is written, will 
be still warm—though with its pulses irrevocably 
hushed—when this is read! Human hands, this hour, 
force a fellow-creature, in one step, hence to judg- 
ment, and with no softening of sickness on his heatt 
—no clearing of the mind and passions by that grad- 
ual and purifying separation of body and soul which 
God makes the cleansing gate to his presence, Our 
heart sickens while we realize it. A stone’s throw 
from where we are, this inhuman violence is going on, 
and none tostay it. Oh God! is it not time that pity 
and reason turned to look at this savage relic of inhu- 
man law-murder, and substituted something for its 
fiendish violence ! 

‘ We forget who is Governor of this State, but who- 
ever he is, he should have known that his power of 
pardon is given him to represent public opinion, when 
its sense of justice supersedes the law. This poor 
Eager killed a man in the belief that he had violated 
his wife. The husband dies this hour, fora blow that 
few men inthe community would have forborne to 
strike, and yet, with every man thinking so, and the 
Governor put in his place torepresent this unanimous 
constituency, the penalty is not commuted. Away goes 
the drop—perhaps at the instant we are recording it— 
now! 

‘It seems to us such a mockery—the eloquence 
with which the city is flooded at this moment—thous- 
ands assembled in the churches listening to eloquence 
on reforms and missions while a human life is crush- 
ed ont—the largest meeting of all, literally within hear- 
ing of the withdrawn bolt, and the criminal unthought 
of and unnamed. Why is there not some good man, 
whom God has gifted with eloquence, to break his 
way into the pulpit of the Tabernacle, and hold up 
his hand to the assembled multitude, with the news, 
that, but a step thence, a sonl is being forced off vio- 
lently aol titans ! We trust the momentous subject 
of capital punishment will find an alarum in to-day’s 
prison-bell, and arouse us to think of becoming hu- 
mane and merciful.’ 


Three Slaves Sentenced in Virginia to be Hung.— 
Last week negroes Jerry, Harry, Satly and Isabel, 
were tried for an attempt to murder Mrs. John A- 
Mohr, in which object they were almost miraculous- 
ly thwarted, before Campbell County Court, Va.— 
The evidence against the three first named was 
entirely conclusive, and they were accordingly sea- 
tenced to be hung in June next.—N. Y. Herald of 
May 21. 
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U. 8. COMMISSIONERS’ COURT. 
Corsa—Char ge of Murder—Admission of the killing— 


Is a Fugitive Slave—Iis ignorance—Now in Bos- 


ton Jail. 

In another column we have already spoken of 
Corsa, who was brought into New Bedford last 
week, charged with the murder of the mate of the 
whale ship Ontario. He has since been brought to 
this city, and arraigned before Charles Sumner, Esq., 
Commissioner. The Post of Friday says, 

‘The following facts in relation to the case are de- 
rived from statements made by Corsa and letters re- 
ceived at Nantucket, where the family of Brooks, 
she deceased, live. While the Ontario was lying at 
anchor at Atecamus, on the west coast of South 
America, in August 1844, Corsa went ashore on leave, 
and retarned to the ship in a state of intoxication. 
The captain, Gibbs, put him in irons, and kept bim 
onfined a day or two, and then released him. Soon 
afierwards Capt. Gibbs was informed that Corsa in- 
ended to desert, and he therefore had him put in 
yons again. On the 271h of August, while the cap- 
ain and nearly all the crew were ashore, Corsa 
contrived to get his hands free from the irons, and, 
procuring a musket for the purpose of intimidation, 
he went tothe deck. The moment he gained the 
deck, the mate rushed towards him, and he instantly 
jred and shot the mate in the head, killing him in- 
santly. Corsa then, with another musket in his 
and, threatened to shoot the cooper unless he would 
ump overboard. The cooper jumped over, and 
Corsa lowered a boat, got into it, and, still armed 
with the musket, got on shore. He then travelled a 
short distance inland, and dug a hiding place, with 
his bayonet, in the ground. 

The Ontario in the mean time sailed, and Corsa, 
unable to live any longer in his burrow, went forag- 
ing for food, and finally fell into the hands of some 
Spanish soldiers, who supposed that he had robbed 
some ship and then deserted. They asked him for 
‘ounces’ that is, gold, and when he denied that he 
had any, they put him to the torture by a very sim- 
nle contrivance, Taking the flint out of the lock of 
is musket, they placed his thumb in it instead, and 
ined the screw upon it, till the flesh was all mashed 
». Butas Corsa had no gold, the soldiers couldn't 
very well screw any out of him. They next placed 
im in a canoe, where one of them, after blindfolding 
im, attempted to shoot him, but his gun missed fire. 
Afierwards they put him io prison, from which he 
was transferred to the U. S. ship ——, and from her 
‘othe Relief, and finally was handed over to the 
‘onsul at Lima, who sent him home as above 
stated. 

When brought up before Court, he looked cheer- 
ful, but behaved in a very respectful manner: and 
a reply tothe question,—after the reading of the 
complaint. —* What do you say to this charge, he 
listinetly answered—‘ guilty.’ 

An interesting scene now followed. George W. 
Minns, Esq., his counsel, suggested to bim that he 
iad better plead ‘not guilty.’ 

Corsa—Why, it is but very little odds to me. It’s 
all known. 

Counsel—Yet it is better that you should plead not 
guilty ; for there may be circumstances to show that 
(was not wilful murder, 

Corsa—It is immaterial to me. I am willing they 
sould do with me whatever is God’s will. 

Counsel—If you did not intend to kill the mate, you 
may not be guilty of wilful murder, 

Corsa—It was not my intention to kill him, when 
‘first went on deck, 

Counsel—Then you ought to say ‘ not guilty.’ 

Corsa—Well, I'll say ‘not guilty,’ then. 

Mr. Rantoul now stated, that the Consul’s certifi- 
‘ate was the only ground on which he was prepared 
‘0 ask for the detention of the prisoner. 

The commissioner was of opinion, that the ad- 
mission of the prisoner, that he had committed 
omicide, was suflicient ground for holding him to 
hnswer. 

Mr. Rantoul said that it might be several months 
before any of the witnesses from the Ontario would 
errive here. He could now obtain evidence of the 
risoner’s companions, but he was not disposed to 
use it at present. 

After some explanations between the respective 
unsel, the commissioner ordered the prisoner to be 
mmitted to answer at the October term of the Cir- 
vit Conrt. 

Mr. Rantoul agreed, that if the witnesses arrived 
efore that period, he would have the grand jury 
illed together; and also said that if evidence came 
light in the meantime tending to show that the 
killing was only manslaughter, or was justifiable, 
ie counsel for the prisoner could take out a writ of 
aabeas corpus, and have the facts inquired into, and 
uch order would be taken thereon as the law weuld 
low. 

The prisoner was then carried to jail. He is a 
ative of Talbot county, Maryland, and a runaway 
lave. Though only twenty-two years of age, he 
1s sailed out of Nantucket for several years past. 
e can neither read nor write, yet seems to be quite 
ttelligent. 
| IMPROVEMENTS.—In all parts of the city, says the 
ournal, there seems to be manifested a wonderful 
gree of activity in re-modelling and re-building. 
ne can scarce ride or walk through any street 
‘ithout meeting obstructions, caused by the process 
‘tearing down or putting up edifices. There pro- 
ibly were never so many building operations going 
Xin our city, at one time as now; and the ladies 

eatly complain that their favorite promenade on 
Vashingron street is every where obstructed by 
\e premonitory symptoms of important ‘improve- 
ents.’ 

A suggestion has been made to push aside the Old 
outh Church, to make a broader opening to the 
Ylendid warehouses on Milk and Pear! streets, and 

Stead of the sombre brick wall by which it is now 
ttrounded, and which from its antiquity, at least, 
Nould be preserved to lisk us with the past, erect a 
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AcquitTep.—The trial of Hicur on the charge of 
murder at Burlington, Iowa, resulted in his ac- 
quittal. 
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Unper Sentence or Deatu.—We this day add 
to our list of persons under sentence of death the 
names of six of our fellow-men. When will this 
bloody work cease? Four of them, we learn, are 
slaves, who are denied the privilege of learning the 
first letters of the alphabet, and yet are punished 
more severely than those who are allowed to read.— 
Judge Shroud says that seventy-one crimes are 
capital in Virginia when committed by slaves, not 
one of which is so when perpetrated by freemen! 
Among the Mahometans slaves are punished only 
half as severely as freemen! What a difference ? 

ny Ne 

Another Murder in Massachusctis.—We understand 
that the bark Junius arrived at New Bedford last 
week from Callao, having on board Henry Corsa, 
colored cook of the ship Ontraio, of Nantucket, in 
irons, charged with the murder of the mate of said 
ship. He will be brought to this city by the U.S. 
Marshal. Six persons are now to be soon tried for 
capital crimes in this State. 
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TF Will the editor of the Utica Evangelical Maga- 
zine send us his fourth article on Capital Punishment. 


We have not seen it. We have the fifth. 


The Crew of the Slaver Spitfire Acquitted.—In our 
notice last week of the New Bedford murder, we 
stated that ¢dirteen persons were to be soon tried in 
Massachusetts for capital offences. We included in 
the list the captain and crew of the schooner ‘ Spit- 
fire,’ who were accused of being concerned in the 
Foreign Slave Trade. They have since been ex- 
amined by the Grand Jury, and on motion of Robert 
Rantou! Jr., the U. S. Disirict Attorney, the crew 
have been acquitted, but retained as witnesses a- 
gainst the captain, whose name is Flowry, of New 


Orleans. 


aed 


Zane THE Pirate.—At a late Court of Sessions 
it was proved that one of the Deputy-keepers had 


spent his evenings in playing cards and drinking in 


the cell with Babe, who is to be executed next month, 
unless the of States should 


grant him another reprieve. 


President the Unired 


GOOD NEWS, 


RESPITE OF BABE, 


The friends of the abolition of Capital Punishment 
have been deeply anxious for some time past respect- 
ing the execution of the pirate Babe which was to 
take place next month. To our great joy we learn 
that he has been again reprieved by the President of 
the United States. The time now appointed for his 
execution is the first Friday in June, 1846. It is 
proper that we should state the circumstances of this 
act on the part of the President. 


‘This is the sixth respite of this prisoner,’ says the 
New York Morning News, ‘ five having been succes- 
sively granted by the late Executive. The earlier 
ones were granted for short terms—with reference to 
the possibility of the appearance of further evidence 
to shake the conclusions drawn from the cireumstan- 
tial evidence on which alone he was convicted. The 
last respite, which was for nearly a year, was granted 
for these reasons. Much dissatisfaction with the ver- 
dict was felt by many who observed the trial. There 
was certainly room for doubt in the case, strong as 
seemed the probability against the case. Mr. Tyler 
would have conimuted the sentence of death to a long 
(perhaps life-long) imprisonment, if the Constitution 
had given him the power. Unfortunately, the prerog- 
ative is confined, in terms, to the power of pardoning; 
though itis far from clear that this ought not to be 
regarded as including the other. It was determined, 
therefore, by those who interested themselves in the 
case, to apply to Congress on the subject. Assenting 
to that view, Mr. Tyler granted a respite extending 
over the period of the ensuing session. ‘The extreme 
pressure of business of the highest moment during 
the late late short session, prevented attention to it; 
and the Senator who had cheerfully taken it in charge, 
abstained from pressing it forward to legislative ac- 
tion, believing that under the circumstances the pris- 
oner would either be pardoned or again respited over 
the next session. ‘The latter course has been adopted 
by the President. We presume he has regarded the 
case in some sense as a res judicata, which the usual 
official courtesy to predecessors, at least justified him 
in respecting, if it did not make ita duty. Mr. Ty- 
ler having examined it fully, and having concluded 
on acertain course, which may be regarded as kept 
suspended by the non-action of the late Congress, 
Mr. Polk was naturally, almost forced to carry it out, 
and afford Congress at Jeast a fair opportunity of 
adopting the action in view, without himself being 
called upon to go very fully into the original merits 
of the case. It is proper that the ground of his ac- 
tion in such a case should be rightly understood.— 
What may be his decision a year hence, if the ques- 
tion should again come up for his consideration on a 
different footing, is no matter for anticipation now, 
It is understood that the Senator alluded to, as hav- 
ing had the matter in charge in the Senate, united 
with some gentlemen from this place in a strong ap- 


either mercy or severity in regard to the original mer- 
its of the case, all must unite in approving.’) 
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FRIDAY. 


an unlucky day. It is so for him who is appoint- 
ed unto death—for this is the usual hanging day.— 
Babe, we notice, has just been reprieved by the Pres- 
ident until the first Friday in June, 1846. Eager 
was hung on Friday. Tawell, who was recently 
hung at Aylesbury, England, was executed however 
on Tuesday. The London Times says;— 

‘In the town of Aylesbury, for ages past, Friday 
has been the execution-day ; and great surprise if not 
dissatisfaction, has been expressed by some of the in- 
habitants, because Tuesday had been named. The 
last man who was hanged at this town suffered for 
murder about eight years ago, prior to which no such 
penalty was paid for many years; yet the townspeo- 
ple say, ‘* We always hang on Friday, up there, fae- 
ing the Town-hall, with a scaffold we keep on pur- 

ose 999 

‘Thus,’ says Punch, ‘ when a hanging ean be had, 
the Aylesbury people will have it on a Friday; even 
as, doubtless, they stickle for pan-cakes on Shrove 
Tuesday.’ 


. . | 
One of our friends when speaking of the day on 
which we intended to hold our meeting said it was | 





Friday—the hanging day—is the time to hold meet- 
ings for the abolition of Capital Punishment. 

The call for the Meeting of the Mass. Soctety fo" 
the Abolition of Capital Punishment.—Our readers will 
observe the request in this call to give notice of the 
meeting. Let it be inserted in as many papers as | 
possible. 


LSS 


To be executed this week on the day of the meeting of | 
the Massachusetts Society for the Abolition of Capital | 
Punishment.—On the last day of the meeting of the 


New York Society for the Abolition of the death | 
penalty, James Eager was executed in that city.— 
Though not in our city, yet it will be seen by the fol- 
lowing that a human being is to be executed in Iowa 
on the very day of our Boston meeting. The Burling- 
ton (lowa) Hawk-Eye, says: 

‘Wm. McCauley was tried, convicted, and sen- 
tenced to be hung, atthe late term of the District 
Court of Van Buren county. He is to be exeented on 
the 30th inst., for the murder of Don Ferdinand Coff- 
man and infant daughter, in Washington county, on | 
the 4th of August last. He confessed having com- | 
mitted the crime, and we are told that Judge Ma- | 
son’s Address to him was very appropriate and affeet- | 


ing. 


Another Case.—Since the above was in type we | 
learn that a female slave belonging to James Hays of | 
Thomas County, convicted of the murder of his in- | 
fant son, was sentenced to be hung at Thomasville, 
Ga., the 30th inst.,—the day of the meeting of the | 
Massachusetts Society for the Abolition of Capital 
Punishment. So there will be two executions on that 
day. 


The Wrong Man Executed.—J. H. Green, the cele- 

erated Reformed Gambler, in a recent letter to the 
\ . . . . ! 
Christian Advocate and Journal, describing a visit to | 
the New York State Prison at Auburn, where he met | 
with an old acquaintance, called Wyatt, of whom we 
have before spoken, says: 

‘He then asked me if I did not hear of a man be- 
ing murdered near St. Louis in the year 1841, and of 
two men being arrested, both tried and convicted, one | 
having a new trial granted him, and the other being | 
hung. I told him that thought I had. He said he | 
was the man that had the new trial granted, and was 
acquitted ; “and,” said be, “they hung the wrong 
man; he was innocent; | am the guilty man; but 
they hung him and cleared me.” ’ 


Next week we hope to publish the whole letter of | 
Mr. Green, from which the above is a short extract. | 
Here it seems they hung the innocent and cleared | 
the guilty. ‘I shall ask,’ says Lafayette, ‘for the | 
abolition of the penalty of death until I have the| 
infallibility of human judgment demonstrated to me.’ 





The New England Anti-Slavery Convention will| 
will close THurspay (to-morrow,) evening. It 
held in the Marlboro’ Chapel. | 
The Washingtonian Mass Meeting will be held to- | 
morrow (THurspay) in the Tremont Temple, commen- 
cing at 9 o'clock, A. M. 


Under Sentence of Death! | 


NEW YORK! Base, the pirate. Now 
confined in the Tombs, New York City. The 
time of execution is fixed by the President on 
the first Friday of June, 1845. 

Wyatt, for the murder of Gordon, a fel- 
low prisoner, in the Auburn State Prison, 
where he is now confined. Time of execu- 
tion not known. 


VERMONT! 


is | 


Eucene Cuirrorp, for the | 
murder of his wife and child. Time of exe- | 
cution not fixed. ‘The law is now that} 
there shall be fifteen months between the| 








at iron fence for its enclosure! 


plication to the President to pursue this course—the 


sentence and execution, and then the crimi- | 


the Executive. 

MAINE! ‘Tomas Torn, for murder, 
Now confined at hard labor in the State Pri- 
son. Time of execution not fixed. The 
law is that a criminal shall not be executed 
till one year after sentence, and not even 
then without an order from the Executive. 

MARYLAND! Henry W. McCorry, for 
the murder of Paul Roux. ‘Time of execu- 
tion Friday, June 27, 1845. 


PENNSYLVANIA! = Francis” Baster, 
Tunkhannock, Wyoming Co. ‘To be hung 
on Friday, March 25th, 1845. Escaped 


from Prison. 

VIRGINIA! Jerry, Harry and Satty, 
for attempting to murder Mrs. John A. Mohr. 
Time of execution, June, 1845. 

DELAWARE! A colored woman, name 
unknown, at Georgetown, for the murder of 
her child. ‘Time of execution, June 19th, 


1S45. 

LOWA! Ww. McCautey for the murder 
of Don Ferdinand Coffman and_ infant 
daughter. ‘To be executed the 30th inst. 


GEORGIA! A female slave belonging 
to James Hays, name unknown, for the mur- 
der of his infant son. Time of execution, 
30th inst. Place, ‘Thomasville, Ga. 


LOUISIANA! Pautine, the slave. Time 
of execution, March 28, 1846. 


INDIANA! Hosea Cook, for the mur- 
der of John Champe. ‘Time of execution 
LOth of June. 


TG Executions are now private in the 
following states: Maine, Massachusetts, Ver- 
mont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode 
Ok New York, Pennsylvania, and Mary- 
and, 


Receipts ror casn To May 26.—H. H. K., Colum- 
bus, $1; J. W., Antrim, 25 ets.; E. C. M., Prince- 
ton, $1; P. M., Millbury, $5; T. A., Kingston, $1; 
W. A. S., Upper Middletown, $5; P. M., West Win- 
chester, $2; U. C., Lockport, $1; J. D., Lowell, $1. 


Acents.—E. Y. Roseins, of Warner County, 
Ohio, is appointed Travelling Agent for the Hang- 
man. 

Lypia Mort, of Albany, N. Y., will cheerfully act 
as agent in that city. 


NOTICES OF MEETINGS, LECTURES, &C, 


(> The Annual Meeting of the N. E. Female 
Moral Reform Society will be held THis pay, Ma 
28th, 1845, in Hall No. 1, at the Marlboro’ Chapel, 


Boston, 


(CP Wasninetontans ATteEND.—The Committee of 
Arrangements for the Great Mass Washingtonian Con- 
vention to be held in this city on Thursday (ro-mon- 
row) the 29th inst., give notice, that they have en- 
gaged the Tremont Temple, at which place the Con- 
vention will assemble at nine o’clock, A. M., on that 
day. The Committee respectfully request that all so- 
cieties or delegations that propose attending will give 
notice with a list of names to the Committee, on or 
before that day, in order that a correct Roll of the 
members may be made out. 

Wm. R. Sracy, | 
Wm. S. Baxter, 
E. Sewatu Price. \ 


Committee 
of 
Arrangements. 


ABOLITION OF THE PUNISHMENT OF DEATH. 


The Massacnusetts Society ror THE ABOLITION 
or CapitaL PunisuMeENT, intending to hold a meet- 
ing in Boston on the Frivay (30th inst.) of the Anni- 
versary week, for full and free discussion, and for the 
consideration of means for the entire Abolition of the 
penalty of death, cordially invite the friends of this 
wise and humane reform, in this and other States, to 
meet with them, and afford them counsel, and assis- 
tance, 

An increasing regard for human life, is one of 
the most cheering signs of the Christian progress of 
the day, and should in every proper way be encour- 
aged. Confidently is it believed that were a united, 
vigorous and systematic eflort now made, that this 
relic of a barbarous age—Capital Punishment—could 
soon be abolished in this ancient Commonwealth.— 
Shall it be done? Earnestly is it hoped that there 
will be a great gathering of true, devoted and faithful 
men and women, irrespective of sectarian feeling, 
or party bias, who are interested in this truly phi- 
lanthropiec movement, which shall serve to strengthen 
the hands and encourage the hearts of its friends. 
The opposers of our cause will have an opportunity 
of presenting their views, and of stating their objec- 
tions. 

The meeting will be held in the Martnoro Cuaper, 
commencing at 10 o’clock A, M., and will be con- 
tinued through the day and evening. Distinguished 
speakers have been invited to be present and address 
the meeting, among whom we may name Profls, 
Upnua M, and PATTERSON, S. E. CovEs, WENDEI L 
Purturrs, E. K. Wairtaker, I. H. Wrigur, Horace 
Greevy, J. L. O’Sutuivay, W. A. Wire, Esgs., 
Hon. W. B. Catnoun, Gen. Fessenpen, Revs. J 
Prerront, E. H. Cuapis, Martin Cuereney, O. A, 
Skinner, J. F. Crarke, S. Coss, W. H. Cuannine, 
and Gov. STrete. 

Editors, Clergymen and others friendly to this 
cause, are affectionately invited to give notice of this 
meeting. 


R. RANTOUL Jr., President. 
Water Cuannine, Sec’ry. 
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Poetry. 








In thoughtful, melancholy mo 


A captive in a foreign land, 


At every passing sound ; 
The fatal hour was drawing n 


In her foul fetters bound 


And bid his heart rejoice. 


Which has my life denied 


When at the solemn signal wo 


** Let us be free or die !”’ 


Upon the battle-plains ? 


Is my reward a felon’s shroud 


They sleep, no more to pity m 





THE DOOMED CAPTIVE. 


BY THE LEYDON BARD. 


od, 


With dark contracted brow ; 


Imprisoned by a tyrant’s hand, 
Subdued by his supreme command, 
So humbled seemed he now. 


igh, 


? 


rd, 


‘Was it for this I braved the foe, 
When every friend had fallen low 


> 


My grave a felon’s chains ? 


* Ah no—I dream— it cannot be: 


e, 


Beneath the conflict’s flood. 
Their bones now whiten every hill, 
Their homes are desolate and still ; 
Whilst every brook and mountain rill 

Flows crimson’d with their blood ! 


* Oh, liberty—resplendent flame ! 
What crimes, performed in thy pure name, 
Have shook thy sacred shrine ! 


Barr’p in the lonely cell he stood, 


Anon he paced th: cold damp floor, 
And glanced upon the prison door 


When he a traitor’s death must die, 
Condemned to lasting infamy— 


Yet flattering hope still lingered there, 
As though to prompt his contrite prayer, 


Mercy would hear his plaintive tone, 

And from her sympathizing throne 

Descend to make his freedom known, 
As her wise, happy choice. 


‘ Where linger now the vaunting brave, 
Who swore to snatch me from the grave ?” 
The grieving captive cried. 
‘Why come they not to set me free 
From this dark dungeon’s misery, 
And trample down the proud decree 


‘ And have they then forgotten now 
That fervent, consecrated vow, 
First made in days gone by ? 


For dashing ’mid the carnage cloud, 
Where death shots thundered long and loud, 


\} a ity Bereft of thee I gladly fall, 

: ee) A victim to the tyrant’s thrall, 
a Despised, defamed, unwept by all— 
4 fal Justice shall yet be mine ! 


y Hangs on thy final breath 


' 


The populace replies ! 


EEE 


Then pity struggled to reply 
To his full just imploring cry, 


But, ha! 


The culprit long forgotten lay 
In his forsaken grave ; 





One night as shrieked the howling storm, 


1 proudly raised the shield anon, 
And led the raging legions on ; 


’ 


a 


The hoary deep-toned prison bell 
Peals forth its solemn startling knell ; 
He casts around a last farewell ; 

He kneels—he bows—he dies ! 


And fain would lend her sympathy, 
*twas heard too [ate. 


Years in their silence roll'd away, 


, 


\ : A pale and spectral female form, 


af Was seen to linger by. 


ih She knelt, and gazed upon the stone ; 
af Long mourned the dear departed one ; 
4 ; Then traced this epitaph thereon ; 


‘He died for Liberty !’ 


Their doom was soon to be undone, 
And mine a traitor’s death !’ 


Hark ! now the dismal signals ring ! 
With fierce and fearful echoing 


’Twas done—the fatal deed was past ! 
But dim’d eyes sighed, and tears fell fast, 
For that young captive’s fate. 





ree ee 


They met to draw the slaught’ring sword, 
And from each trembling lip was heard, 


* Life, thou art sweet—but still more dear 
When freedom’s languishing career 





Till friendship’s hand, amid the gloom, 
Reared up a simple marble tomb, 
With flowers that shed a sweet perfume 

Around the captive brave. 


Philad. Sat. Courier. 


The following humorous article was selected for 
our paper by a philanthrophic lady of this city, who 


is deeply interested in our cause, and all the other 


{ { ' 
great moral movements of the day. 
it A HUNGRY JURY; 
; 
*! | OR THE DOUBTFUL CASE OF DAVID DUBIOUS. 
7 | 
1 ‘Rogues must hang that jurymen may dine.’—Pope. 
’ The public have doubt SS heard of the fate of) 
ee . . . j 
- y poor David Dubious, whose case was decided | 
4 Vs by ahungry jury. But it may not be uninter-| 


esting to some of our readers to state a few of | 
the particular circumstances attending that de-| 


cision. 
. It was a case of life and death, but one doubt- 
ful and dificult to decide The evidence was 


entirely circumstantial, and, in many respects, 
contradictory. The prisoner, unfortunately, bore 


THE HANGMAN, 


‘And what,’ said Obadiah Lankley, ‘ is to be- 
come of our stomachs in the mean time? I’m as 


a very bad character: and many people did not | conscientious as any other man, I don’t care who 


hesitate to say, that, ‘if he had not committed 
murder he was none to good to do it.’ But what 
made his condition still more unfortunate was 
the condition of the stomachs of the jury. They 
had been kept out all night, and it was now near 
the hour of dining ! 

Consider, then, the perilous condition of this 





he is; and I think I’ve proved it well too, in 
standing out as long as I have. But all things 
must yield‘to circumstances, as neighbor Stand- 
out says, and self-preservation is the first law of 
nature,’ as another gentleman observed ; where- 
fore, for one, I’m for having some dinner. 

‘And I too,’ said Christopher Comeabout, ‘1 


poor prisoner, his life depending on such unto-| pity the poor wretch of a prisoner, and you all 





ward circumstances—presumptive evidence, a 
doubtiul character, a hungry jury. He might 
have got over the two first, but wo to him 
whose life depends on the last. 
filled stomach is one of the best guaranties for 


acts of justtce, kindness, and charity. Trust a 
hungry jury with one’s life! Never. Hunger 


renders a man savage, and he who has a stomach 
to let, has seldom any bowels of compassion. 
In the case of David Dubious, seven of the 


prospect of thinking alike. Both sides were 
conscientious—both felt bound in honesty, and 
by their oath to adhere to what they considered 
to be the true state of the case. Said those in 
favor of hanging : 

‘The man is very evidently guilty, and we 


| 


} 


A comfortably | 


know I have fought hard for his acquittal. But 


/to go the length of starving on his account, | 


couldn’t possibly think of it.’ 

‘ But have you no money, no bowels of com- 
passion?’ said Ichabod Avery. 

‘ Bowels of compassion !’ exclaimed Obadiah 


_Lankley, pressing his hands sadly upon the gas- 
trie region— how can a man have bowels of 


‘thing in his stomach ? 
jury were for hanging and five for acquittal.— | ous.’ 
Thus they had been for some time, without any | 


| 


} 
| 
} 
| 
! 


| whatever may become of other people. 


|}compassion when there isn’t a morsel of any 


The idea is preposter- 


‘You are exactly of my mind,’ said Jonathan 
Standout. ‘ Charity begins at home, and it is 
our bounden duty to take care of ourselves, 
For my 
part, the evidence of David’s guilt begins to 
look much clearer than it did a short time ago. 


At any rate, considering all things, I think we 


could answer neither to God nor our country, | 


should we consent to his acquittal. While those 
on the other hand said—‘ We have serious 
doubts of his guilt, the evidence is cireumstan- 
tial, and exceedingly contradictory, and we could 
not answer it either to God or our conscience to 
take the poor fellow’s life.’ 

‘Gentlemen, have you agreed upon your ver- 
dict?’ said the constable for the fifteenth time. 

‘No,’ said the foreman, ‘and what is worse, 
we are not likely to agree, wherefore we beg 
you would conduct us into court.’ 

‘There is no use of it,’ said he of the tall 
staff, ‘ the judge will send you back.’ 


can’t do better than to hang him.’ 
‘] can’t agree with you there,’ said Joseph 


Judgment: ‘I must still adhere to the poor fel- 


low, though I am starving. 


‘ At all events, let us have something to eat, | 


and not keep us shut up here starving,’ said one 
of the jury. 

‘The more you starve, the soonet you will 
be likely to agree,’ returned the constable.— 
‘ Besides, you know it is strictly against the law 
to allow you anything to eat until your verdict is 
made up.’ 


| 
} 
| 
| 


The jury again took up the subject, and en- | 


deavored with all their might to agree: 
with no better result than before. The case was 
a stubborn one, and would not yield to the unani- 
mous desire for agreement. 

The jury were at length permitted to return 
into court, where, on stating to the judge that it 
was utterly impossible for them to make a ver- 


but | 


dict, his honor gave them a severe reprimand | 
for their inability to think alike, and peremptori- | 


ly sent them back, declaring, with an awful 
shake of his wig, that they should neither eat 
nor drink until the case of the prisoner was de- 


cided. 


‘Alas !’ said one, ‘ we must either agree on a_ 


verdict or agree to starve.’ 
‘ The latter we can never agree to,’ said an- 


other; ‘self-preservation is the first law of ya-| 


ture. What time is it, neighbor? 

‘Jt wants half an hour of dinner time.’ 

‘Only half an hour! We have but little time 
to spare. We must agree before dinner time by 
some means or other. Its almost twenty-four 
hours since we have éaten a morsel, and to miss 
another meal would be absolute suicide.’ 

Those who are in favor of hanging are usually 
more fixed in their opinions than those on the 


_ said Obadiah Lankley. 


other side—thus exactly reversing the only | 
charitable maxim of criminal jurisprudence, to | 
wit: That ‘it is better twenty guilty persons 
should escape; than that an innocent one should | 


suffer.’ This was most unfortunately true in the 
case of poor David Dubious. 


hang an innocent man.’ 

‘That is very true,’ replied one of the oppo- 
site side; ‘but then you know it is better that 
twenty innocent persons should be hung, than 
that one guilty one should escape ; so the maxim 


says,’ 


} 
| 


‘Why, as to the maxim,’ says Jonathan Stand- | 


But still 


out, ‘there may be something in that. 


I have been hitherto in favor of the acquittal of | ! 
deceived and attempted to turn her off. But 


poor David, because I had my doubts about his 


| 


being guilty. Howsomever, all manner of doubts | 


must yield to circumstances, 


So far as I can) 


see, the evidence is by no means clear as to the | 


fellow’s guilt. 
who is he that twelve respectable men should 
starve for his life? 
ful reputation ; 
this or some other murder, may very well be 
spared from the world.’ 

‘There is much truth in what you say,’ said 


Ichabod Avery; but then consider! how shall | 


we answer to God and our consciences, for the 
verdict ? 

‘True,’ said Joseph Judgment, ‘there’s the 
rub. I acknowledged the prisoner to be of little 


But then, on the other hand, | 


A fellow, at best, of doubt- | 
a man who if he is not guilty of | 


I can’t get over my 
oath, my conscience, and all that.’ 

‘Your conscience!’ exclaimed Christopher 
Comeabout ; ‘ what sort of a conscience is that, 
which prefers the life of a poor wretch of doubt- 
ful reputation to the comforts of a good dinner, 
which no one among us is disposed to doubt? 
As to the prisoner, I'd stick to him till all is 
blue, if [ wasn’t so infernal hungry. But I am 
not bound to commit murder on my own stomach. 
Wherefore, gentlemen, much as I regret taking 
an innocent man’s life, | must in this place agree 
to a verdict of guilty.’ 

‘Weil, well,’ said Joseph Judgment, looking 
at his watch—‘ it is a hard case—a monstrous 
hard case. Jt wants but a quarter of dinner 
time—and our landlord informed me he should 
cook those fine canvass backs. The prisoner, 
as faras I can understand the evidence, is as 
likely to be innocent as guilty; I don’t know 
what to think, indeed. One thing is certain, 
however—I must have some dinner—I can’t 
think of starving—my conscience won't let me. 
Gentlemen, I'll agree to anything that’s reason- 
able.’ 

‘I am very glad, sir,’ said one of the original 
seven who were in favor of hanging— I’m very 
glad you have finally concluded to listen to 
reason, We are all agreed now, except one, 
and I think he’ll come over in time to dine— 
What say you, friend Avery, shall we hang the 
prisoner, and go to dinner, or no?’ 

‘Why, indeed, gentlemen, I really don’t know 
what to say. I see no satisfactory proof of the 
man’s being guilty. It’s a hard case, a con- 
founded hard case. Our dinner must be nearly 
ready; and something ought to be determined 
on soon. Really gentlemen, I think you had 
better agree to acquit him.’ 

‘Oh, we can’t do that, positively,’ said another 
of the original seven. ‘A majority of us have 
been in favor of hanging from the first; and 
now all others have come over except you; 11 
against 1. 

‘It wants but ten minutes of the dinner hour,’ 


” exclaimed Ichabod. ‘I’ve 


‘Only ten minutes 
Oh my stomach !, 


done, gentlemen, I’ve done. 
Let the man be hung.’ 

‘We are all agreed then,’ said the foreman. 
And a verdict of GUILTY was returned in time 


for Dinner. 
ee . | 
‘It would be a thousand pities,’ said one, to | 


. 


PRETENDING TO BE A C.LERGYMAN.—Edward 
Whiteside, calico printer, has been bound over 
in $200 to take his trial in New Bedford, in 


June, for pretending to be a clergyman, and 


marrying, at Pawtucket, a man named Ormerod 
to an Irish girl. The villain who employed 
Whiteside to deceive the poor gil into a false 
marriage, after living with her a day or two, un- 


the law of Massachusetts makes such affairs as 
binding as the ordinary marriage ceremony. 
Exchange paper. 


— ee eee ee 


A gentleman more remarkable for the excel- 
lence of his appetite than the brilliancy of his 
genius, remarked to his lady at the breakfast 


table, as he rubbed his forehead with a yawn, 


| 
| 


I've a strange sensation in my head this morning. 
‘ Perhaps, my dear,’ replied his better half, 
‘you have an idea in it.’ 


A new order has been got up, and associations 


or no value to the community, and as likely to | formed, under the name of ‘ Good Fellows.’— 


be guilty of murder as the best of us. But then, 


The design is benevolent. There are several 





we are hound to decide according to evidence.’ | lodges in New York. 
i 





Suootinc a Stave.—We learn, upon the ay. 
thority of a letter from Charles county, Mary. 
land, received by a gentleman of this city, that, 
young man named Matthews, a nephew of Gep. 
eral Matthews, and whose father, it is believed 
holds an office at Washington, killed one of the 
slaves on his father’s farm, by shooting him— 
The letter states that young Matthews had bee, 
left in charge of the farm; that he gave an orde, 
to the servant which was disobeyed, when he 
proceeded to the house, obtained a gun, and 
returning, shot the servant. He immediately, 
the letter continues, fled to his father’s resi. 
dence, where he still remains unmolested.— Bal 
American. 


An Irish officer being dreadfully wounded j, 
battle, as he was lying on the ground near , 
soldier who was making a terrible howling, ex. 
claimed ‘ what do you make such a noise for, dy 
you think nobody is killed but yourself?’ 





Titles of Jesus. 
By Cuaries Spear. 
Sixteenth edition, with rich Steel Engravings. Price $ | 


5 gow work has received high commendations boi) 
in this country and in Europe. We subjoin a fey 
notices from abroad. 

From the Enquirer, London. 


‘The author has brought together, with great di). 
gence, all the Names and Titles which are applied 
Christ in the Scriptures, amounting altogether 
eighty. Each of these he explains and illustrates 
practically, conveying much useful comment in a pop. 
ular style, accompanied by a great variety of valuab\: 
moral and devotional sentiment. We believe it is a: 
yet scarcely known at this side of the Atlantic, but) 
would probably, suit the wants of many, and be es. 
teemed a valuable addition to our valuable stock o 
practical divinity. We have no hesitation in expres. 
sing our approbation of its prevailing opinions ani 
tendency, and our hope that it will meet with a we: 
come amongst us.” 


From the Bible Christian, Belfast, Ireland. 

‘We recommend this work to Christian families ¢ 
a useful and interesting auxiliary to their devotions 
exercises, Werecommend it to congregational libra. 
ries, as a work that will seldom be allowed to res 
upon the shelves. We recommend it to Sunday. 
school teachers as one of the best manuals we know 
for rational explanation, and for practical lessons \ 
piety and morality. And since it :s one of the good) 
fashions of the present day for all persons who woux 
aspire to any degree of literary taste, to display lite 
rary Ornaments on their drawing-room tables, we ca: 
confidently recommend it for this purpose too. | 
typography, paper, and binding, it is beautifully a 
up. It contains fine engravings by an eminent Ame- 
rican artist. And if visitors have occasionally to wa! 
a few minutes for the appearance of the mistress 0! 
the house, we do not know how they could spend th 
time more pleasantly, than in perusing a section ¢ 
the “ Names and Titles of Jesus.”’ 


From the Christian Pioneer, Edinburgh. 


‘This is a very interesting work, devotional an 
practical in its character and design No one car 
peruse the work without instruction and pleasur 
Even in places in which an individual may see rea 
sons to differ from the writer, he must stil] admire bh 
power of moral discrimination, and feel at one wi 
his love and veneration of the character of Christ.’ 

This work is not in the trade, but it is published an‘ 
sold by the Author and his agents, Geo. W. Brigg: 
403 Washington Street, and B. Marsh, 25 Cornhill. 


Essays on the Punishment of Death. 


By Cuartes Spear. 
Twelfth Edition, with fine Engravings. Price 62 1-2¢t 
rPHIS work is intended to present a concise an 
practical view of Capital punishment. In prepar 
ing the work the author had access to many valuab!: 
foreign publications, scarcely known, in this country. 
The work contains sixteen Essays ; one chapter em: 
bodying O’CONNELL’S speech on the subject. 
Also a view of all the capital offences in the Union: 
a labor said by distinguished jurists never to have 
been accomplished before. 
This work has passed through twelve editions in 
about a year. 
OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


‘If any man can read these Essays and not be con- 
vineed that legal killing has incited to four murders 
for every one it has prevented, he must, it seems to Us, 
be steeled against the force of evidence, and the fear 
of shedding innocent blood. We hope this book wi! 
be widely circulated, though the author, being poor. 
publishes his book himself, and goes about to sell it a8 
he can, which will retard its dissemination. The 
facts here industriously collected—the recorded opiv- 
ions of Beccaria, Blackstone, Montesquieu, Frankli, 
Rush, Smollett, Lafayette, Channing, Edward Liv- 
ingston, O’Connell, &c.,—are alone worth double th¢ 
cost of the volume. To the more general reader, this 
work must be more interesting, than the freshest novel 
can be—so various and thrilling are its incidental por 
traitures of the human heart and life—of our crimin®! 
laws, and their hardly more criminal victims,’—ew 
York Tribune. 

‘The author seems to have compassed the whole 
subject; and to us his arguments, figures, and facts, 
strengthen a conviction that our whole heart and judg 
ment assent to, viz., that the punishment of death 
should be stricken from the statute books of every gov 
ernment whose laws are professedly based upon the 
ethics of Christ.’—Hunt’s Merchant’s Magazine, N. } 

Published and sold by the author, and by his agent; 
Bela Marh, 25 Cornhill, and George W. Briggs, 304 
Washington Street, where also subscriptions for thé 
Hangman will be received, and single numbers sold: 
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